Shepherds and L.asses

Text: French trad. Music: Nicholas Brown

Shep - herds and las - ses, come leap - ing and dan - cing, come

Lively and very rhythmically
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meake up a bed for the sweet Vir--gin Ma-ry, Make up a bed for she lies now with child.
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Held notes should have the sound of e as in Noel.
It is suggested that the tenor solo be the same singer throughout, but that the soprano solos could be sung by 5 different singers.
Chorus singers may wish to alternate between held notes and the refrain, but there should be no gap in the held notes.
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Hush-a- bye ba- by, he wakes and is weep-ing, Hush-a-bye ba-by, so lit-tle and mild.____
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Whatshallwegivehimthe youngchildof Mary? Whatshallwegivehim, to
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Grapes wewillgive him, figs,wal- nuts, o-lives, O-livesand grapes, and the
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A loveofour hearts.__ I'dliketogivehim a dressto a- dornhim, Glovesforhiswarm-ingand giftsforhismirth.
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From the first hour that his mo- ther has borne him, Weeps he and sobs, his first mo- ments on earth.
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Nowhisyoung mo-themost ten-der-lysootheshim, Sootheshim andsingsher best song for his birth.__
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_ Weep nomore,dar- ling, nor grieve me sosore-ly, Weep not,my dar- ling, this eve of No el.
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Shep- herdsand las-ses,come leap- ing and dan- cing, come leap-ingand dan- cing,
gt ed s b T
. b é [ PN y J é T
T+B = s - > S —
L — i I |
\ [ [ [ [
/ repeat ad.lib. dim. al niente
y eve of No-el, the eve of No-el, the eve of No-el, the
f f
S+A L % N % N—o—— % N=
theeve of No - el, the eve of No - el, the eve of No -
o] L Ngeg Mg
T+B o oo —e L‘qu—di"
\ [ [ [

The chorus should repeat the final two bars many times, dying away into nothing.

NICHOLAS M BROWN



